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(i)                      WIDOWERS' HOUSES
Begun in 1885, la*d aside, and finished in 1892. First production
by the Independent Theatre Society at the Royalty Theatre, London,
on gth December 1892. First American production by Sam and Lee
Shubert at the Herald Square Theatre, New York, on yth March 1907.
Among the First Players.
James Welch made his name as Lickcheese. Blanche was played
by Florence Farr; and the maid whom Blanche strangles, by the
future Lady Martin-Harvey. In America, Effie Shannon played
Blanche; and Ferdinand Gottschalk, Lickcheese.
*In Widowers' Houses I have shewn middle class respectability
and younger son gentility fattening on the poverty of the slum as
flies fatten on filth.'
G. B. S.
Shaw's first play was the outcome of an attempt at
literary collaboration, the self-chosen sacrificial victim of
the encounter being William Archer.
Archer, who fancied himself at dramatic construction and
knew all the rules but doubted his ability to write good
dialogue, conceived the idea of presenting Shaw with a
carefully carpentered plot, confident of his brilliant young
friend's ability to clothe it with dialogue and fill it out with
some of that daring talk that poured from the young Irish-
man in such sparkling abundance in real life. Heaven
alone knows what rosy fame and fortune Ibsen's translator
allowed himself to dream of as the result of such collabora-
tion. Little did he know his man.
Shaw jumped at the idea. All affability and thorough-
ness, he promptly got to work, blithely telescoped the total
plot of Archer's model three acts into the first half of
Act I, and blandly asked for more. The astonished Archer
replied with some tartness that there was no more, his plot
forming a perfect whole. This suited Shaw admirably.
No longer encumbered with plot, the Socialist and economist
in him took charge and turned the rest of the play into an
attack on capitalism and landlordism; whereupon Archer,
firmly though in more sorrow than anger, called off the
'collaboration,' and the play, unfinished, was shelved.